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This course provides an introduction to the practice of qualitative methodology in the 
social sciences, with a special focus on the discipline of sociology. The course is 
organized around two interrelated goals. The first is to acquaint students with the 
conceptual underpinnings of qualitative inquiry. Here we will examine discussions and 
debates relevant to the use of different types of qualitative methods and how 
researchers choose the methodology best-suited to answer the questions they have 
formulated. 
 
Research practice cannot be taught abstractly.  Hence, the second objective of this 
course is to develop a hands-on understanding of collecting and analyzing qualitative 
data.  Questions we will consider include:  How do you connect theory, research design, 
and data collection? How do you design an interview schedule? How does one write 
good fieldnotes? How does one determine the best sampling strategy? How do you 
write a paper based on interview data?  What is community-engaged research?  What 
are the ethical responsibilities of qualitative researchers?  What are the special ethical 
considerations in community-engaged research?   
 
A "learning by doing" approach--connecting students to research, providing immersive 
experiences of research practice and promoting reflexivity--is the most productive way 
to learn sociological methods.  Incorporating this kind of hands-on dimension into a 
remote course during a global pandemic is challenging, but it is a challenge we can 
meet through active and sustained engagement with the course material.   
 

Class Format 

This course is designed as a working research seminar; active and engaged 
participation is central to its success. The aim is to build a collaborative community in 
the class, where students support each other’s development as researchers.  

To this end, we will draw on case studies and research reports, with an emphasis on 
interviewing, observation, and community-engaged research. In-class exercises, films, 
and students’ own experiences and interests will also be used to make the process of 
doing research visible. Finally, we will workshop a class project that explores the impact 
of the COVID 19 pandemic on the lives of graduate students.  
 
 



Course Readings 
 
Journal articles and book chapters will be available for download from the library or the 
e-learning site.  Readings will focus on epistemological issues raised by research 
paradigms. “Nuts and bolts” articles and case studies that stress technique and 
execution will also featured. 
 
Learning Objectives 
 

 To a acquire broad understanding of qualitative methodology  
 

 To learn about different ways to craft qualitative research with an emphasis on 
interviewing, observation, and community-based research  

 
 To engage in practical exercises; e.g., formulating a research question, 

developing a research design, conducting and analyzing interviews 
 

 To develop an understanding of the ethical responsibilities of qualitative 
researchers 

 
Assignments & Evaluation 

1. Discussion facilitation, 20%. With one other class member, you will be responsible 
for co-facilitating an hour long segment of a class meeting, focusing on the day’s 
readings.  You and your partner may choose what interests you, develop activities or 
discussion topics for the class, and lead the discussion to a conclusion.  Facilitators will 
be evaluated in terms of the appropriateness of the activities and issues discussed, how 
well ideas are communicated, and the thoroughness of your preparation.  (Note: an 
instruction sheet outlining what is expected from the facilitators is posted on the e-
learning site.) 
 
2. Participation in the class research project, 30%. We will apply what we are 
learning in the course to the development of a class-based research project on the 
repercussions of COVID 19 on the lives of graduate students.  In class we will workshop 
all aspect of the research project, from the formulation of the research question to the 
analysis and dissemination of the findings.   
 
3. Paper/Proposal, 50%.  The final assignment is a paper or research proposal (for 
those who want to use this class to help prepare a thesis or scholarship proposal).  This 
assignment can draw on the course project or be based on the student’s research 
interest. All projects will be undertaken after consultative meetings during the semester, 
where we will discuss your project and the approach best suited to exploring your 
question. 
 


