
6711 – Social Movements –  

Fall 2018 

Course Director - Lesley Wood 

Class –Tuesdays 830 am 

Ross N141 

Some days it feels like the world is cracking apart – from 

#BlackLivesMatter to #NotOneMoreIndigenousChild; from the Alt-Right to IS, to say nothing 

about community organizations against environmental racism and for affordable housing or the 

online and offline movements against rape culture and disability justice. Struggles surround us 

and move through us. In this course we are going to try to understand these dynamics and their 

actions, relations, formations and effects. 

This course introduces some of the more important theoretical and methodological approaches to 

the study of social movements and contentious politics. We will consider some of the ‘hot topics’ 

in social movement theory including the role of emotions, repression, historical context and 

organizational structure. The more focused question I’m working on this year is the role of 

temporal dynamics in movement dynamics.  

Goals of course:  

1. To provide you with a clear sense of the field of social movement theory, its main 

questions and methods; its evolution, strengths and weaknesses.  

2. To build our analytical skills, presentation skills, and research skills. 

3. To further our collective and individual analysis of the dynamics surrounding social 

movements. 

Organization of the Course: The course involves weekly discussion sessions that will involve a 

short lecture, student presentations and discussion of the readings. Not necessarily in that order. 

Evaluation 

Final paper (due class 12)      30% 

Observation Exercise Notes and Reflection (due class 6)  25% 

Show and Tell and reading response     25% 

Participation                      20% 

 



Extended Description 

Social Movement Analysis 

1. Observation exercise 

Choose one question about social movement theory. The options include: emergence, 

recruitment, mobilization, participation, organizational form, context, emotional dynamics, 

coalition formation, strategy, tactical decisions, waves of protest, outcomes, success and 

imagination. 

• Do some reading on this question – use the assigned readings and others in order to 

ground yourself in the possible ways to understand this question.  

• Identify an opportunity to observe a social movement. Attend a public event that is part 

of social movement – a protest, public meeting or teach-in.  

• Identify the elements of the social processes you hope to observe and ways to examine 

them. For example, if you are interested in how movements communicate to bystanders, 

identify what you will look for, and how you will record such data.   

• Before you attend, do background research on this movement, this event, this type of 

action, this target, this issue. Try to understand as much as you can about what you will 

see.  

• Pay attention to what you see, what you hear, what different types of participants do, 

what bystanders do, what the media does, what authorities do.  

• Take detailed fieldnotes. We will discuss how to do this in class.  

o Submit  

▪ rough fieldnotes of 500-1000 words (approximately) 

▪ edited fieldnotes so that they are as comprehensible as possible.  

▪ 1500 word essay using these fieldnotes as they relate to your question, and 

citing at least two readings  

 Final paper         30% 

A 3000 word paper that addresses one of the key questions of social movement theory: 

emergence, mobilization, organizational form, context, emotional dynamics, coalition formation, 

waves of protest, success and imagination.  

For the final paper, you may draw on original fieldnotes from you and your colleagues, other 

primary data, your readings on the movement, theories of social movement activity,  

You will be evaluated for:  

- Clear theoretical question  

- Use of movement theory and readings (at least three authors from the course) 



- Effective use of data 

- Effective writing 

Write the text in the following format:  

1. Introduction and Thesis,  

2. Data collection and analysis choices, including question and indicators. 

3. Short literature review – which readings are you engaging 

4. Observations 

5. Analysis 

6. Conclusion 

Show and Tell       25% 

Bring an object from a social movement and present it to the class. Discuss its history, meaning 

and the context of its production and use. Relate the object to the week’s readings. Write up a 

1000 page memo that makes clear the connection between the object and the readings, and the 

related social movement theory question(s).  

Participation                     20% 

You will be evaluated for your attendance, punctuality, evidence of preparation for discussion, 

and engagement. Each week, I will ask 

you to bring a question about the 

readings. If you have difficulty speaking 

in class, please talk to me the first week 

and we can organize a written alternative.  

Readings 

Most of the readings are linked to the 

moodle page for the course. Others will 

be discussed in the first week.  

Sept 11 - Class 1 Emergence of 

movements – from Class Struggle to the 

Radical Imagination 

Marx, Karl and Fredrich Engels. The 

Communist Manifesto.  

ALEX KHASNABISH and MAX HAIVEN. 

2014. “Why social movements need the 

radical imagination” 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/author/alex-khasnabish
https://www.opendemocracy.net/author/max-haiven


 https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/alex-khasnabish-max-haiven/why-social-

movements-need-radical-imagination 

Sept 18 - Class 2 - Where do movements come from? What classic models do we have for 

understanding movement emergence?  

John D. McCarthy and Mayer N. Zald . Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: A Partial 

Theory. American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 82, No. 6 (May, 1977), pp. 1212-1241  

 

Melucci, Alberto. 1985. The Symbolic Challenge of Contemporary Movements. Social 

Research, Vol. 52, No. 4, Social Movements (WINTER 1985), pp. 789-816  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40970398 

Emerson, Robert. 1985. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes http://www.paas.org.pl/wp-

content/uploads/2014/07/OPTIONAL-Emerson-Writing-Ethnographic-Fieldnotes.pdf 

 

Sept 25 - Class 3 830-1030 

Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the oppressed (Ch 1,  3) 

http://web.msu.ac.zw/elearning/material/1335344125freire_pedagogy_of_the_oppresed.pdf 

Sept 27 – Movement for Justice in El Barrio – recommended workshop – Politics of Listening 

11 am – 1 pm 

Oct 2 – Class 4 Context and Contention – States and Social Movements 

Tilly, Charles and Sidney Tarrow. Contentious Politics, 2nd edition.  

Oct 9 – Reading week  

Oct 16 - Class 5 CBSM award winners 

2015 Rory McVeigh, David Cunningham and Justin Farrell. 2014. “Political Polarization as a 

Social Movement Outcome: 1960s Klan Activism and its Enduring Impact on Political 

Realignment in Southern Counties, 1960 to 2000.” American Sociological Review 

2017. Anya M. Galli. 2016. “How Glitter Bombing Lost its Sparkle: The Emergence and Decline 

of  a Novel Social Movement Tactic.” Mobilization 21 (3): 259-281 

2017. Yao Lu, Ran Tao “Organizational Structure and Collective Action: Lineage Networks, 

Semiautonomous Civic Associations and Collective Resistance in Rural China.” American 

Journal of Sociology.Vol 122, No 6, May 2017 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40970398


Oct 23 - Class 6 – Strategy and Success – Observation Exercise done 

Ganz, Marshall. 2000. Resources and Resourcefulness: Strategic Capacity in the Unionization of 

California Agriculture. American Journal of Sociology 

McAdam, Doug. "Tactical innovation and the pace of insurgency." American Sociological 

Review (1983): 735-754. 

 

Oct 30 – Class 7 -  Confrontation 

Fanon, Franz. The Wretched of the Earth (On Violence) 

Scott, James C. Weapons of the Weak http://abahlali.org/files/Scotts-Weapons.pdf 

Lakey, George. 5 Stages of Social Movements, by George Lakey, Training for Change 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12lwzMPPP1TUjkrDJYQAIiZ-

11yFRYaqVYOt3eWhlZAQ/edit 

Nov 6 - Week 8 

Hern, Matt. Global Warming and the Sweetness of Life: A Tar Sands Tale, selection 

Simpson, Leanne. NISHNAABEG' RESURGENCE: STORIES FROM WITHIN. https://f-

origin.hypotheses.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/3462/files/2017/04/Leanne-Simpson-Turtles-

back.pdf 

Dean Spade. 2009. Trans Law Reform Strategies, Co-Optation, and the Potential for 

Transformative Change, 30 Women’s Rights L. R. 288 (2009). http://www.deanspade.net/wp-

content/uploads/2010/07/rutgers.pdf 

Dixon, Chris. 2014. Another Politics: Talking Across Today’s Transformative Movements. Part 2 

- Strategy 

Nov 13 - Class 9 – Right Wing Movements  

Blee, Kathleen M., and Kimberly A. Creasap. "Conservative and right-wing movements." 

Annual Review of Sociology 36 (2010): 269-286. 

Fetner, Tina. 2001.  Working Anita Bryant: The Impact of Christian Anti-Gay Activism on 

Lesbian and Gay Movement Claims. Social Problems Vol. 48, No. 3 (August 2001), pp. 411-428 

Lyons, Matthew N. 2018. Ctrl – Alt – Delete: The Origins and Ideology of the Alternative Right. 

Excerpt from Insurgent Supremacists: The US Far Right’s Challenge to State and Empire.   

https://www.politicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Lyons_CtrlAltDelete_PRINT.pdf 

http://abahlali.org/files/Scotts-Weapons.pdf
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dd323hvj_1249fh2xvfd4
http://www.deanspade.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/rutgers.pdf
http://www.deanspade.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/rutgers.pdf


Nov 20 - Class 10  Community Organizing and Worker Organizing 

Piven, Frances Fox and Richard Cloward. Poor Peoples Movements. – Welfare Rights 

Fantasia, Rick – Cultures of Solidarity - selections 

 

Nov 27 - Class 11 Space, Technology and Resistance 

Margaret Kohn. 2003. Radical Space. “Introduction”, “The House of the People”,  

Juris, Jeff.” Reflections on #Occupy Everywhere: Social media, public space, and emerging 

logics of aggregation,” American Ethnologist  

https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1548-1425.2012.01362.x 

 

Dec 4 – Class 12 – New Directions in Social Movement Theory 

Haiven, Max and Alex Khasnabish. 2014. Between Success and Failure: Dwelling with Social 

Movements in the Hiatus” Interface  

Ware, Syrus Marcus. “All Power to All People? Black LGBTTI2QQ Activism, Remembrance, 

and Archiving in Toronto.” TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly 4, no. 2 (2017): 170-180. 


